PRESS RELEASE
CHILD PASSENGER AND PASSING MOTORIST AVERT POTENTIAL TRAGEDY

On 08/07/07 at about 4:15 in the afternoon, Matthew T. Lovo  was driving his semi truck, pulling two trailers loaded with lumber, northbound through St. Helens. Riding with him was his nine-year-old son Matthew R. Lovo. 
As the semi truck traveled through St. Helens, the senior Mr. Lovo was struck by an unanticipated medical condition and lost consciousness and fell from the driver’s seat of the moving truck. The junior Mr. Lovo climbed in to the drivers seat and began steering the large truck, which had traveled into the oncoming lanes of traffic and struck a power pole.

The young Mr. Lovo was able to steer the truck back into the correct lanes and asked over the C.B. radio for help. An unknown person responded to turn off the ignition key on the truck, so young Matthew did.

At that same time, Christopher A. Howard, a St. Helens resident, was driving southbound into St. Helens and he saw the semi truck approaching in his lane of travel. Mr. Howard said the slowly moving truck gradually moved back into the northbound lanes, and when the vehicle passed him, Mr. Howard saw a nine-year old child steering the loaded truck.
Mr. Howard immediately stopped his car and jumped out and chased the truck on foot. Mr. Howard caught the truck, jumped aboard the moving vehicle, managed to open the driver’s door and apply the brakes, stopping the truck and blocking both northbound lanes of traffic on U.S. Highway 30 just south of Pittsburg Rd.

The senior Mr. Lovo was treated at the scene and transported, along with his son, to the hospital for further treatment. The truck was released to the truck’s owner with minor damage. 

The St. Helens Police Department would like to congratulate Matthew R. Lovo for his bravery and cool demeanor in the face of this traumatic event. We would also like to commend and publicly recognize the actions of Christopher A. Howard, who’s calm response and quick actions combined into this heroic act that could very possibly have prevented damage to property, injuries or even loss of lives.
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