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CITY OF

St. Helens, Oregon

DEPARTMENT OF POLICE

PRESS RELEASE

August 6, 2009
The St. Helens Police Department is currently accepting applications for its eleventh annual Citizens Police Academy.  The Citizens Academy is an eight week program designed to give St. Helens area residents a first hand look at how their police department works. The intent of the program is to acquaint citizens with law enforcement's role in the criminal justice system and provide an increased understanding of the tasks police officers face every day.

The instructors are officers from the St. Helens Police Department and other members of the criminal justice community.  The group of instructors will bring a wide range of experiences to each class.  The academy sessions include instruction on police patrol, criminal investigations, firearms, criminal and procedural law, traffic law, narcotics, DUII enforcement, crime prevention, and officer safety.  Academy members will learn about the defensive tactics used by police officers, methods used in crime scene processing and police firearms.  In addition, students will tour the Columbia County Jail and the 9-1-1 dispatch center.

Participation in the Academy requires a commitment of one night a week for the eight-week period.  Classes will be held on Tuesday evenings from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. beginning on October 6, 2009 and concluding on November 24, 2009.  The classes will be held at the Columbia Learning Center located at 375 S. 18th Street, St. Helens Oregon
Interested persons may apply online at www.sthelenspolice.org or pick up an application at the St. Helens Police Department at 150 S. 13th Street, St. Helens, Oregon during regular business hours.  Applications must be received by 4:00 p.m. on Friday September 25, 2009. There is no fee for the Academy and you must be eighteen years of age to attend.  For more information please contact Lieutenant Terry Moss at 503-397-3333.
