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PRESS RELEASE
GRAFFITI LEADS TO THREE ARRESTS
For nearly two months the City of St. Helens and several local businesses were subjected to repeated cases of vandalism.  That all came to an end last Thursday afternoon when three juvenile suspects were identified and are now facing felony charges.   A fifteen year old female, a sixteen year old male and a seventeen year old male were referred to the Columbia County Juvenile Department after they admitted their involvement in at least eight separate cases.    City parks, three businesses and a private vehicle were all “tagged” with very similar graffiti.  According to the City of St. Helens Parks Department, approximately $5,610 was spent to repaint several park buildings and replacing playground equipment.
While diligently working to ensure campus safety, Officer Ben Gartman has maintained a constant and open dialogue between students, staff, and the police department.  “I’m very pleased” said Police Chief Steve Salle’. “The arrests made in this case are a direct reflection on the positive working relationships shared by the St. Helens School District and the St. Helens Police Department.”
Graffiti in similar cases can sometimes be associated with youth gangs and their territorial behaviors.  Although the graffiti in these cases was very similar, it does not indicate that there is an increase in gang related behavior within the City.  There are no other suspects in these cases and no other arrests are expected.  For questions regarding this press release, contact Lt. Terry Moss at (503)397-3333








