PRESS RELEASE
Bank of the West robber sentencedin the 2008 St. Helens robbery

On January 4, 2008 just as the St. Helens Branch of the Bank of the West was about to close an adult Hispanic male walked in to the establishment and passed a note demanding money.  The note read, “Have a gun, give me money”.  After surrendering nearly two thousand dollars to the suspect,he quickly exited the bank and disappeared into the night.  
Police from multiple agencies including the St. Helens Police Department, Columbia County Sheriff’s Office, Oregon State Police, Scappoose Police and the Federal Bureau of Investigations(FBI) responded to the alarm but were unable to locate the robber.  The only leads available to investigators were obtained through witness interviews and forensic evidence collected at the scene.  This evidence was sent to the Oregon State Police Crime Lab for analysis, but over time the case went cold.

On October 2, 2009, nearly two years after the robbery, police received a tip from a concerned citizen about a possible suspect in the crime.  Investigators quickly moved to verify the newly obtained information and to positively identify their suspect.  Within a day investigators had identified Alexander Yracheta  - DOB/051269 as their prime suspect in the robbery.  Yracheta was picked out of photo lineup by the same bank teller who received the holdup note on the night of the robbery.  Yracheta was later interviewed by investigators regarding the case, but released pending further investigation and analysis of collected forensic evidence.
On November 10, 2009 Alexander Yracheta was taken into custody by St. Helens Police Investigators and charged with the Bank of the West Robbery. He was indicted by a Columbia County Grand Jury shortly thereafter.  OSP Crime lab handwriting analysis determined positively that Yracheta had written the holdup note.  Furthermore, a fingerprint found on that same holdup note was determined to be a positive match to Yracheta. 
On October 27, 2010 Alexander Yracheta pled no contest in Columbia County Circuit Court to the Bank of the West Robbery nearly 3 years earlier.   
On November 24, 2010 Alexander Yracheta was sentenced in Columbia County Circuit Court to a prison term of 56 months. 
“The sentencing of Alexander Yracheta brings a positive ending to a very successful and rewarding investigation”, said St. Helens Police Detective Sergeant Phillip Edwards. “It also highlights what can be accomplished by law enforcement when agencies and the public work together with a common interest”, said Edwards
For further details contact Detective Sergeant Phillip Edwards at (503) 969-0117.
