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PRESS RELEASE

December 4, 2008
FIVE TIME LIQUOR STORE BURGLAR ARRESTED
In the early morning hours of December 2, 2008, the St. Helens Liquor Store at 410 Columbia Blvd was burglarized once again.  This was the fifth time in recent weeks that someone smashed out the front window with a rock and stole alcohol and cigarettes.  An immediate response by the St. Helens Police Department led to contact with a possible suspect.  Tyler Scott McKee, a thirty year old St. Helens resident, was contacted by officers in a nearby city park.  A search of that park, by a St. Helens Police Canine Officer revealed some of the alcohol bottles and packaging that was taken during the previous burglaries.

On Tuesday afternoon investigators re-contacted Mr. McKee and gained his confession to all five of the liquor store burglaries.  Mr. McKee was arrested and transported to the Columbia County Jail where he is being held on $256,250 bail.   He faces five counts of Burglary in the Second Degree, five counts of Criminal Mischief in the Second Degree and five counts of second degree theft. 

Investigators determined that each of the burglaries was committed in an effort to steal a relatively small amount of alcohol. “This case demonstrates the incredible power of addiction” said Lt. Terry Moss.  “Alcohol was the motivation behind each one of these crimes, “he added.

The matter has been referred to the Columbia County District Attorney’s Office for review and criminal prosecution.

For questions regarding this press release contact Lt. Terry Moss at 503-397-3333







