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PRESS RELEASE

November 3, 2009
ST. HELENS POLICE INTRODUCE NEWEST OFFICER
The final step in a four month long hiring process was completed on Monday morning when a new police officer was sworn in.  Surrounded by family, friends and co-workers Stephanie LaVallee was introduced as the newest member of the St. Helens Police Department. 

Stephanie LaVallee, a 31 year old Hillsboro resident, spent part of her youth in Columbia County.  She moved away when she was twelve and attended Glencoe High School.  She played basketball at Boise State University where she graduated with a degree in Social Sciences and Criminology.
“I’m very happy to be back in the community,“ said LaVallee.  “I’m looking forward to a long career in St. Helens,” she added.
Officer LaVallee will participate in an extensive field training program before attending the Department of Public Safety Standards and Training basic police academy in Salem Oregon.   That 16-week academy will take place sometime in early 2010.

“When we are looking for recruit police officers, maturity and a strong educational background are extremely desirable. We are very fortunate to have her as a member of this agency,” said Lt. Terry Moss.  The addition of Officer LaVallee brings the St. Helens Police Department back to its authorized strength of nineteen officers.  The position filled by Officer LaVallee was created when an officer resigned early last summer.  
For questions regarding this press release contact Lt. Terry Moss at 503-397-3333







