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CITY OF

St. Helens, Oregon

DEPARTMENT OF POLICE

PRESS RELEASE

October 30, 2008
source of suspicous device is identified
A criminal investigation into the source of a suspicious device found in a local newspaper box was drawn to a close earlier today when the device was identified.
On Monday October 20, 2008, a local contractor was performing some repairs to a tanning bed at the Allure Salon located at 1847 Columbia Blvd.  That process required the removal of eighteen large electronic transformers.  An employee of the contractor recognized the potential value in the scrap metal market and stole two of the transformers.  Intending to come back at a later time, the employee hid the transformers in the box.  

On Wednesday October 22, 2008 a man re-stocking the paper box discovered the suspicious items.  That discovery led to the evacuation of a number of businesses and the closure of Columbia Blvd.  With assistance from the Oregon State Police Bomb Squad, the device was removed and a criminal investigation followed. 

While no one has been charged at this time, the potential for criminal liability is still being discussed.   The matter will eventually be referred to the St. Helens City Attorney.
For further information concerning this press release contact Lt. Terry Moss of the St. Helens Police Department at (503) 397-3333.
