CITY OF

St. Helens, Oregon

DEPARTMENT OF POLICE


[image: image1.jpg]



	07-301838.A
	October 4, 2007


PRESS RELEASE
MAN CHARGED WITH SEXUAL ABUSE OF A FOSTER CHILD
On Tuesday October 2, 2007 an investigation by St. Helens Police Detectives uncovered the sexual abuse of a six year old girl.  Richard Leroy Young, a sixty two year old St. Helens resident was arrested and charged with Sexual Abuse in the First Degree and Sodomy in the First Degree.  He was lodged in the Columbia County Jail with bail set at $300,000.
The investigation revealed that the abuses occurred while the victim was in foster care and living in Mr. Young’s home.  While no other victims have been identified, a joint investigation by the St. Helens Police and Department of Human Services is ongoing. 
Investigators credit the dedicated staff of the Amani Center for their efforts in this case. “Without help, victims of sexual abuse can carry that burden their entire lives,” said Lt. Terry Moss.   According to Lt. Moss, “Not only was the Amani Center able to provide assistance to aid in the disclosure, they will lead the victim to important resources that will help in the healing process.”
For questions regarding this press release, contact the St. Helens Police Department at (503)397-3333.







