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PRESS RELEASE
ST. HELENS MAN CHARGED WITH ASSAULTING CHILD

A suspicious and serious leg injury to a five year old St. Helens boy led to a criminal investigation and the eventual arrest of his step-father.   On Sunday September 16, 2007 emergency room staff at Good Samaritan Hospital reported that the young boy was suffering from a spiral fracture of his lower right leg.  Suspicious bruising prompted emergency room staff to contact local authorities.  
A joint investigation by the St. Helens Police Department and the Department of Human Services resulted in the arrest of Adam Loren Barker, a thirty year old St. Helens resident.  Information gathered during the investigation revealed that Mr. Barker became angry with the child while they were riding in a vehicle through the City of St. Helens.  The mother of the child was driving the vehicle while Mr. Barker was a passenger in the front seat.  Apparently Mr. Barker reached into the back seat and grabbed the child with enough force to cause the injuries.
Mr. Barker was lodged in the Columbia County Jail and charged with First Degree Assault.  His bail was set at $50,000.

“In this case all of the measures to protect the child from further harm were implemented.  The seamless flow of information between the doctors who identified the suspicious injuries and the investigators led to the successful resolution of this case,” said Lt. Terry Moss.  He added “Though we can never guarantee the safety of all children, we can begin to protect those who can not protect themselves.”
For questions regarding this press release, contact the St. Helens Police Department  at (503)397-3333








