PRESS RELEASE

September 17, 2006
A fistfight followed by gunfire leads to the arrest of three suspects

Just after 10:00 p.m. on Sunday September 17, 2006 officers from the St. Helens Police Department responded to a report of a fight with at least one gunshot at 485 S. 17th Street.    At least ten people were present when a fight broke out in a detached garage.  Two handguns were drawn and a single shot was fired.  The commotion spilled into the street when responding officers arrived.
Officers arrested three suspects and charged them with several crimes related to this incident.
Mark Luke Poff, a 41 year old St. Helens resident was charged with Menacing, Pointing a Firearm at Another, Assault in the Third Degree, Assault in the Second Degree and Burglary in the First Degree.  His bail was set at $118,000.

Eric Michael Lane, a 21 year old St. Helens resident was charged with Assault in the Third Degree and Burglary in the First Degree.  His bail was set at $80,000.  Mr. Lane and Mr. Poff were lodged in the Columbia County Jail.

A seventeen year old male was arrested and charged with Unlawful Use of a Weapon, Menacing, Pointing a Firearm at Another, Burglary in the First Degree and Assault in the Third Degree and Reckless Endangering.  He was transported to the Cowlitz County Juvenile Detention Facility in Longview Washington.

Although no one was injured by the gunfire, the stray bullet came dangerously close to three neighbors.  Investigators are confident that both handguns have been recovered. Agencies aiding in the investigation include the Oregon State Police, Columbia County Sheriffs Office and the Scappoose Police Department.  This matter has been referred to the Columbia County District Attorneys Office. 

For questions regarding this press release contact Lt. Terry Moss at 503-397-3333.
