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PRESS RELEASE
LOCAL BURGLARS ARRESTED
Being in the right place at the right time led St. Helens Police Officers to the arrests of five burglary suspects in two separate and unrelated crimes.

Just after midnight on Friday June 1, 2007 three men were seen in the area of the Eisenschmidt Pool.   Their suspicious behaviors and the fact that one of the men was carrying a small safe drew the attention of an off-duty St. Helens Police Officer.   Two of the suspects were arrested at the scene while the third was able to flee.   During their investigation officers discovered that a window at the Eisenschmidt Pool had been pried open.  A small amount of cash and the safe were stolen.    Anthony Michael Dehererra, a twenty-one year old St. Helens resident was charged with Burglary in the Second Degree, Criminal Mischief in the Second Degree, Theft in the Second Degree, Criminal Trespass in the Second Degree and Conspiracy to Commit Burglary.  He was lodged in the Columbia County Jail with his bail set at $50,000.  The second suspect was identified a seventeen year old juvenile.  He was charged with similar crimes and lodged at the Cowlitz County Juvenile Detention Center in Longview Washington.  The safe and cash were recovered. 
On Monday June 4, 2007 St. Helens Police Officers were attempting to serve an arrest warrant at 950 West Street.   While at the residence, the officers overheard a conversation between four males that detailed their plans to commit a burglary at an unknown location.  Without alerting the men, the officers left the area and established several points of surveillance.  Just after 2:00 a.m. the officers caught up with three of the men as they attempted to break into West Street Grocery.    The suspects were identified as twenty-six year old Eric Joseph Welch of Aloha, twenty-one year old Robert Mitchell Swehla of St. Helens and eighteen year old John Roger King of St. Helens.  All three men were charged with Attempted Burglary in the Second Degree, Conspiracy to Commit Burglary in the Second Degree and Criminal Mischief in the Second Degree.  All three were lodged in the Columbia County Jail with their bail set at $27,500 each.   The fourth suspect was able to flee and remains unidentified.     There was moderate damage to the front door of the West Street Grocery, but no merchandise was stolen.
For questions regarding this press release, contact Lt. Terry Moss at (503)397-3333








