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PRESS RELEASE

June 3, 2009
 ARRESTS MADE IN 6TH STREET BOMB INCIDENT
Two suspects in the April 30th bomb incident at the 6th Street Baseball Park were arrested late Wednesday night.  Acting on a tip from the public, Officer Lisa Faulker sparked an investigation that led investigators to a travel trailer parked in front of 284 N. 6th Street.   Officer Faulkner and several other officers discovered bomb making materials including evidence from the May 1st incident.   Phillip Milton Evans, 31 years of age, and his sister Karla Marie Oxford, 21 years of age, were arrested and charged with Manufacturing an Explosive Device, Possession of an Explosive Device, Tampering with Physical Evidence and Disorderly Conduct.  They were both lodged in the Columbia County Jail with bail set at $ 35,000 each.
On April 30th, 2009 a City of St. Helens Parks Department employee found a suspicious device near the baseball dugout.  That discovery prompted the closure of the park and a response from the Oregon State Police Bomb Squad.    That investigation determined that the extremely dangerous homemade device was constructed from materials found at most hardware or sporting goods stores.  If there was a detonation, the device was certainly capable of sending shrapnel over a large area, causing serious injury or death to anyone standing nearby.
According to investigators, Mr. Evans, Ms. Oxford and their associates have been involved in the manufacture of explosive devices for quite some time.  These devices, constructed primarily of galvanized pipe or beer cans were taken into rural parts of Columbia County and detonated.   Information from Mr. Evans suggested that extensive alcohol use on the night of April 30th  led to their attempt to detonate the device at the 6th Street Park.  When it failed to explode, they returned to their trailer and left the device behind.
Charges are pending against one other adult male.  Two other persons of interest have been identified, and depending on the outcome of this investigation, charges may be filled against them as well.

This case demonstrates the value of the Columbia County Law Enforcement Tip Line.  Anyone with information pertaining to a criminal matter can call the Tip Line at 503-397-0007 or 1-877-768-8881.  Information will be held in confidence and may lead to the apprehension of a criminal suspect.
For questions regarding this press release contact Lt. Terry Moss at 503-397-3333







