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PRESS RELEASE

May 1, 2009
 EXPLOSIVE DEVICE FOUND IN CITY PARK
A homemade explosive was discovered in a city park late Thursday morning.  At about 11:15 a.m. a parks department employee was spraying weeds at the 6th Street Little League Park when he discovered the device. 

Officers from the St. Helens Police Department set up a perimeter around the park and awaited the arrival of the Oregon State Police Bomb Squad.

At about 2:00 p.m. the device was disabled by OSP Bomb Technicians using a remote controlled robot and water cannon. 

The entire park was swept by police officers, firefighters, bomb technicians and parks personnel.  No other devices or items of evidentiary value were found.  Deeming that the park was safe, it was re-opened to the public at about 2:30 p.m.

Investigators determined the device was easily constructed of materials found at most hardware or sporting good stores.  Remnants of the device will be sent to the Oregon State Police Crime Laboratory for processing.  There are no suspects or motive at this time.
“This was an extremely dangerous device,” said Lt. Terry Moss.  “We are fortunate that it was discovered by parks personnel rather than a child,” he added.  Anyone with information regarding this case is strongly encouraged to call the St. Helens Police Department at (503)397-3333.

For questions regarding this press release contact Lt. Terry Moss at 503-397-3333







