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MEDIA RELEASE

Small Clue in Fatal Accident Results in Big Marijuana Seizure

The investigation into a fatal car accident last Friday morning led investigators to a substantial marijuana growing operation.  Just before 2:00 a.m. on Friday April 6, 2007, twenty three year old Ryan Fahey was alone in his vehicle and traveling northbound on Hwy 30 near McBride Street.  For reasons that are still unknown, Fahey crossed into the southbound lanes and struck an oncoming vehicle, almost head-on.  That collision killed Fahey and seriously inured a St. Helens woman who was driving the other vehicle.   As St. Helens Police officers worked to find the accident cause, one small clue caught the attention of alert officers.  A small ice chest, empty except for a prominent and unmistakable odor of marijuana, was found in amongst the tangled wreckage of Fahey’s car.  Coupled with a large quantity of cash on Fahey’s person, the strong odor of marijuana raised suspicions about Fahey’s possible involvement in illegal drug trafficking. 

The information was turned over to investigators with the Columbia Enforcement Narcotics Team (CENT) who acquired additional information that appeared to validate the suspicions of uniformed officers.  As the mound of evidence grew, a more visible picture of Fahey’s recent past began to emerge.  Everything from the secluded location of his residence, guard dogs, and surveillance equipment, to his deceptive cover story told to nearby neighbors, darkened the cloud looming overhead.  It wasn’t until CENT investigators raided Fahey’s home located at 27801 Clark Rd., Deer Island, Oregon that the picture became clear.  Inside the home and large metal pole building, investigators uncovered a sophisticated marijuana growing operation containing marijuana plants in every stage of production.  In total, 367 marijuana plants were seized along with several pounds of dried marijuana, and an array of equipment used to produce a large cash crop, which was estimated in value of over one million dollars.

Investigators will continue looking into the matter and more arrests are anticipated.  It is still unknown what factors may have played a role in the accident. A blood sample was taken from Mr. Fahey and toxicology results are pending.  “It’s difficult to put a positive spin on such a tragic event. But through this accident investigation we were able to stop a lot of marijuana from reaching our community”, said Sergeant Phillip Edwards.  “This investigation demonstrates what a talented group of police officers we have and how much we value their experience and relentless curiosity.   Their tenacity, positive outlook, and hard work ultimately led to the successful resolution of this case”, said Lieutenant Terry Moss.

It is through the rural nature of our community and diminished law enforcement presence that we can expect to see an increase in clandestine drug production in Columbia County.  With the invaluable assistance provided by our citizens we can minimize, if not stop completely, the damage caused by these substances. Residents who observe suspicious behaviors are strongly encouraged to call their local law enforcement agency or the Columbia Enforcement Narcotics Team at (888) 397-1167.
For questions in regards to this case please contact Lieutenant Terry Moss at (503)397-3333 or Detective Sergeant Phillip F. Edwards, Unit Supervisor of the Columbia Enforcement Narcotics Team at (503) 969-0117 or (503) 397-1167.  
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