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April 7, 2008

PRESS RELEASE
LOCAL VOLUNTEERS RECOGNISED IN AWARDS CERMONY
The spirit of volunteerism, service to community and random acts of kindness were themes presented during a special awards ceremony for local volunteers.  On Saturday April 5, 2008 a recognition banquet was held for members of the St. Helens and Scappoose Community Emergency Response Teams (CERT).   This special event was dedicated to the twenty five members who assisted emergency service providers during the December 2007 floods. 

Local CERT members were called upon to assist in sandbagging and emergency relief efforts at the onset of the heavy December rains.  In addition, many of the volunteers returned to the Columbia 911 Communications Center to answer the busy telephones in the Public Information Center.
Keynote speaker, Vernonia Police Chief Matthew Workman, spoke of the stresses placed upon emergency services during the flood and praised the volunteers for their efforts.  The CERT volunteers were treated to a ham dinner provided by Sunshine Pizza and a fleece blanket with custom embroidery by Scappoose Outfitters.

The CERT training curriculum, presented in both St. Helens and Scappoose communities, is a joint effort between local police and fire departments.  During the eight week program citizens are provided with facts about what to expect following a major disaster in terms of immediate services. They are provided with messages about their responsibility for mitigation and preparedness then trained in life saving skills with emphasis on decision making and rescuer safety. 
“I am very proud of this group,” said St. Helens Police Lieutenant Terry Moss.  The December floods demonstrated that in a disaster situation, emergency services will be stretched to its limits.  “It is very comforting to know that we have such a dedicated group of citizens ready to help,” he added. 
More information regarding CERT is available online at www.sthelenspolice.org and www.citizencorps.gov/cert/
 For further information concerning this press release contact Lt. Terry Moss of the St. Helens Police Department at (503) 397-3333.

	2007 CERT Flood Volunteers



	St. Helens CERT

Christine Braud

Neil Bundy

Pat Bundy

Linda Carey

Jim Cole

Dianne Dubach

Joe Errante

Caroline Frappier

Holly Haebe

Tyra Haebe

Linda Hill

Dorrece Mattson

Jan Meador

Denise Morton

Pierre Morton

Cindy Rodgers

Leah Williams *

Laurie Brownlow *

Tiffany Deahl*


	Scappoose CERT

Kevin Gortler

Scott Burge

Stephen Ingham

Michael Johnson

Beverly Friberg *

Harlow Vernwald *

*Not Pictured











