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PRESS RELEASE
ARREST ENDS A STRING OF COMMERCIAL BURGLARIES

Over the past several months officers from the St. Helens Police Department have been investigating a series of burglaries in various commercial locations.  Those crimes were scattered across the St. Helens area and date back to the summer of 2007.  Investigating officers noted several very small details that were common and consistent in each of the crime scenes.  The lack of identifiable suspects slowed the investigation and left officers with very little to work with.  That was until the Columbia County Sheriffs Office identified Anthony Dehererra as a possible suspect in a burglary at the Yankton Baptist Church.   That burglary resulted in the theft of musical equipment valued at several thousand dollars.


During the early morning hours of Friday January 25th ,an alert St. Helens Police Officer stopped a vehicle and identified Anthony Michael Dehererra, a twenty-one year old St. Helens resident as the passenger.  During that contact the officer seized several burglars’ tools that drew a connection between Mr. Dehererra and several of the crime scenes.   Unbeknownst to Mr. Dehererra, this information sparked a cooperative multi- agency effort that culminated in Mr. Dehererras arrest late Monday afternoon. Mr.  Dehererra, was charged with a long list of burglary and theft related crimes.  As the investigation continues, that list is certain to grow even longer. He is currently being held in the Columbia County jail with his bail set at $280,000. 

Information gleaned during this investigation will solve several burglaries including the Eisenschmidt Pool, snack shacks at Campbell Park and the St. Helens High School, Log Cabin Coffee, the St. Helens Commuter Center, Sunset Church Youth Center, the Artisan Co-op, the Yankton Baptist Church.  Criminal mischief cases involving extensive graffiti at the St. Helens High School and in the downtown St. Helens area have also been resolved. 
“This case demonstrates the level of communication that occurs between law enforcement agencies, “said Lt. Terry Moss.  “The cooperation between investigators and their tenacity was really the key” he added.

Several other suspects who played a part in these crimes have been identified.  The investigation is ongoing and it is expected that other crimes may be solved.  The matter will be referred to the Columbia County District Attorneys Office for review and eventual prosecution. 
 

For questions regarding this press release, contact the St. Helens Police Department at (503)397-3333.







