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PRESS RELEASE
January 25, 2010
PROLIFIC GRAFITI VANDAL ARRESTED
Over the past two months St. Helens residents have been annoyed by a series of graffiti “taggings” that have occurred across the city.   But thanks to a timely 911 call early Saturday morning officers put an end to the mischief by arresting a twenty year old St. Helens resident.
At about 3:30 a.m. St. Helens Police Officers responded to a vandalism report near the intersection of S. 18th and Columbia Blvd.  Responding officers found Alexander Chase Wallace as he had just finished applying graffiti to the back of Semling’s Pharmacy.   Mr. Wallace was taken into custody and found in possession of spray paint and a paint pen.
The officers continued their investigation and found that Mr. Wallace was responsible for at least thirty five cases in the St. Helens area.  The vast majority of the graffiti was applied to businesses along Columbia Blvd, St. Helens Street and the downtown area.  By late Sunday afternoon investigators executed a search warrant at Mr. Wallace’s residence located at 58792 Evergreen Loop, St. Helens.  They discovered several more pieces of evidence including photography, drawings and paint.  While an exact amount of damage is still unknown, it is reasonable to expect that the cost to clean and repaint the buildings will be in the thousands of dollars.

Alexander Wallace was charged with thirty six counts of Criminal Mischief and lodged in the Columbia County Jail.  His bail is set at $138,750.00. The matter will be referred to the Columbia County District Attorney’s office for criminal prosecution.

For questions regarding this press release contact Lt. Terry Moss at 503-397-3333.







