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PRESS RELEASE
January 17, 2010
THREE ARRESTED IN ORGANIZED THEFT CASE
On the afternoon of Friday January 15, 2010 security officials reported the theft of store keys from the Wal Mart store located at 2295 Gable Road.  Wal Mart employees provided the responding officers with an excellent description of three suspects and the vehicle they rode away in.  Later that same day the empty handed suspects returned to the store.  When they left several minutes later, they were carrying duffel bags filled with merchandise.  With security alarms sounding, the suspects got into their car and fled, northbound on Hwy 30.
Just moments after the call was dispatched, an alert Columbia County Sheriffs Deputy and Columbia City Police Officer saw the suspect vehicle as it passed through Columbia City.  The vehicle was stopped and the suspects were detained.

St. Helens Police Officers reviewed store surveillance footage and confirmed the identity of all three suspects.   The officers found that all three suspects worked together to distract store employees then use the stolen keys to unlock the storage cabinets that are used to secure their most highly sought after electronics.  When officers searched the suspect vehicle they discovered the stolen duffel bags stuffed with Wal Mart merchandise valued at $5723.35.  Some of the stolen property included video games, iPhones, a GPS unit, perfume and other electronic equipment.  Officers also recovered the stolen store keys.
Officers eventually arrested Phillip Jacob Garcia, a twenty two year old male, Nohelani Marie Garcia, a twenty one year old female, and Alicia Marie Johnson, a twenty two year old female.  All three are from Longview Washington.  All three were lodged in the Columbia County Jail and charged with Theft in the First Degree and Organized Retail Theft.  Their bail was set at $45,000.   Nohelani Garcia was also found to be the subject of three outstanding warrants from Multnomah County.   Those arrest warrants allege that Nohelani Garcia failed to appear on second degree theft charges.
Organized Retail Theft is committed when a person acts with another person to steal retail merchandise and the value of that property is over $5,000.  Organized Retail Theft is a Class B Felony 

The matter will be referred to the Columbia County District Attorney’s office for criminal prosecution.

For questions regarding this press release contact Lt. Terry Moss at 503-397-3333.







