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PRESS RELEASE
January 10, 2010
SUSPECT ARRESTED IN BIZARRE WEST STREET GROCERY BURGLARY


Just after midnight on January 10, 2010 St. Helens police officers responded to a report that a man just drove a Chevrolet Suburban into the front of the West Street Grocery store.  Witnesses continued to watch as the man forced his way into the store then carried away an arm load of merchandise.   The witnesses continued to provide critical information to 911 dispatchers as the suspect returned to his vehicle and drove away.


Officers located the vehicle and were able to get the driver to stop on Hwy 30 near Pittsburg Road.    Hernan Estrada Martinez, a nineteen year old St. Helens resident was arrested and charged with Burglary in the Second Degree, Criminal Mischief in the First Degree, Criminal Trespass in the Second Degree, Theft in the Third Degree, Driving Under the Influence of Intoxicants and Reckless Driving.   He was lodged in the Columbia County Jail with bail set at $62,500.

“Without the help of some outstanding citizens, this case would have been difficult to solve” said Lt. Terry Moss.  “Community involvement was critical in this case and certainly appreciated by all,” he added. 
All of the stolen property, valued at $24.64, was recovered from the Suburban.  Early estimates suggest that the damage to the building may reach $30,000.
The matter will be referred to the Columbia County District Attorney’s office for criminal prosecution.

For questions regarding this press release contact Lt. Terry Moss at 503-397-3333







