



PRESS RELEASE

CENT closes out year with high profile marijuana busts. Six charged in multiple organization investigation.

The Columbia Enforcement Narcotics Team (CENT) with the assistance from the St. Helens Police Department working off of tips from the public brought the year to a close with the arrest of six individuals linked to three high-level marijuana distribution organizations within Columbia County. All three organizations are attributed with moving pound quantities of marijuana through mid-level distribution channels leading directly into the St. Helens public school system. 
The investigation hinged on the knowledge that the market which distributes marijuana is roughly organized in a pyramid form. The pyramid rests upon the many users of the drug. Users of the drug at the base level may buy their marijuana from other users or from mid level dealers. The ascending levels of the pyramid are occupied by fewer and fewer individuals, each attempting to isolate themselves further and further from the direct sales of marijuana or involvement with such sales. The higher one is on the pyramid, the greater the profit, the fewer persons the distributor must deal with, and the more difficult it becomes for law enforcement to penetrate the structure far enough to reach the primary distributors and other sources of supply.
Using undercover operatives drug investigators infiltrated all three organizations at the base level traversing their way through the ascending levels. “We picked them off one by one until we reached to top of the local ladder” said Sgt. Phillip Edwards, Unit Supervisor of CENT. “Ironically we discovered that once the marijuana hit the mid-level distribution channels it all seemed to go to the same common areas, much of which was sold to teens at the street-level” said Edwards. 
On November 26, 2007 CENT seized nearly 5 pounds of marijuana during a buy bust operation at the Village Inn, St. Helens, Oregon. Jon Clair Fish, 37, Christopher Charles Youlden, 41, and Andrea D. Smalley, 43 were all charged in connection with the investigation.
On December 3, 2007 CENT served a search warrant at 34397 Bachelor Flat Rd., St. Helens, Oregon. Over one pound of processed marijuana and 14 growing marijuana plants were seized. Jessica Christeen Jones, 30 and Shane Alan Barbee, 35 where charged in connection with the investigation. The couple is attributed with the distribution of between ½ pound and 1 pound of marijuana per week for as many as 5 years. 
On December 5, 2007 CENT arrested Jacob Daniel Mohr, 31 was arrested during the delivery of ¼ pound of marijuana. Additionally, more than one pound of processed marijuana was subsequently seized from his home at 135 Dubois Lane, St. Helens, Oregon.   Mohr is the former owner of Draykos Skateboard Shop which was located at 40 A Cowltiz Street, St. Helens, Oregon and frequented by numerous teens.
Each of the above individuals with the exception of Youlden faces child neglect charges in that they knowingly allowed a child or children to stay in or upon a premise where controlled substances were criminally delivered or manufactured.
“The investigative journey which lasted for nearly two months was difficult but far from impossible. Clear proof that our drug adversaries can often be our best allies after all”, said Sgt. Edwards. 
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