
St. Helens Arts & Cultural Commission St. Helens Arts & Cultural Commission St. Helens Arts & Cultural Commission St. Helens Arts & Cultural Commission     
Wednesday, August 25, 2010, 6:30 p.m. 

Council Chambers 

265 Strand Street, Plaza Entrance 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

AGENDA 
 

1. Open Public Hearing  

 

2. Presentation of McCormick Park Veterans Memorial addition & Blue Star Memorial 

replacement 

 

3. Close Public Hearing  

 

4. Call Public Meeting to order  

 

5. Public Comments 

 McCormick Park Veterans Memorial addition & Blue Star Memorial replacement 

 

6. Deliberations 

 

7. Visitors Address the Commission- Comments limited to 3 minutes  
 Topics needing further consideration will be added to the next agenda 

 

8. Review of July 2010 Fiscal Report  

 

9. Approval of Minutes from March 24, 2010 

 

10. New Business 

   A. Review of Mount Saint Helens water feature replica  

 B. Projects for new fiscal year  

 C. Proposed amendments to the Arts & Cultural Commission ordinance 

 D. Review of application for new commissioner 

 E. Term expiration of current commissioners 

 F. Bike Rack Project  

 

11. Old Business  

      A. Gallery Corridor Banner Project updates 

      B. List of public arts collection  

 

12. Next Meeting: September 22, 2010 



 

13.  Adjournment 

  

  

If you would like to know what other City Boards and Commissions are doing, you may review 

their minutes on the City's website at www.ci.st-helens.or.us. 











Budget for 2010-2011 15,000.00$      

Monthly Beginning Balance 15,000.00$      Beginning Total Allocated Funds 32,972.54$                    

Rapture of Scrapture Prize Winner                                  

Gabe Ekstrom (100.00)$          (100.00)$                        
Rapture of Scrapture Prize Winner                                  

Al Peterson & Janie Anderson (100.00)$          (100.00)$                        
Rapture of Scrapture Prize Winner                                  

Roy McMurray (100.00)$          (100.00)$                        

Monthly Ending Balance 14,700.00$      Ending Total Allocated Funds 32,672.54$                    

ARTS & CULTURAL COMMISSION 

TRAIL BALANCE

July 2010



Summary Arts and Cultural Commission

23-Aug-10

   Revenues

Elk Ridge Reservoir

 Total Project- $1,103,263 5,516.32$     0.50%

Kavenaugh Sewer -City only

 Total Project-$226,030.91 1,130.15$     0.50%

Senior Center-

 Total Project $1,200,000 18,000.00$   1.50%

Sewer I/I 2008-09

 Total Project-$2,000,000 10,000.00$   0.50%

Sewer I/I 2009-10

$4,500,000 22,500.00$   0.50%

Sewer I/I 10-11
$4,000,000 20,000.00$   0.50%

Total Revenue 71,630.15$   

Expenditures

F/Y 05-06 18,463.08$   

F/Y 06-07 (1,928.88)$    

F/Y 07-08 15,000.09$   

F/Y 08-09 3,547.25$     

F/Y 09-10 3,576.07$     
F/Y 10-11 300.00$        

Total 38,957.61$   

Balance 32,672.54$   

Plus Michael Curry 5,000.00$     



Please tell them it is an embarrassment to our town.   

It looks like something a class of 1st graders did with  

leftover paper Mache.  It is certainly not “art” no  

matter how loosely you use that term.  Also, I’ve never  

seen water flowing out of St Helens! 

 

The real mountain can be seen right across the river  

and it’s obvious that this town was named after it 

for that reason. 

 

I’d hate to waste all of the money involved in that  

structure, so they could just removed the mountain  

structure and replace it with free-form large basaltic  

rocks with the water flowing gently over them. 

 

Thank You 

 

Sari Swick 

291 S 15th St 

St Helens 

503 366-4073 
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City of St. Helens 
 

Arts & Cultural Commission 
 

Wednesday, March 24, 2010, 6:30 p.m. 
Regular Meeting, City Hall – Downstairs Conference Room 

 
Members Present 
Cathy Lambert, Chair 
Kannikar Petersen 
Pam Powell 
Anne Parrott 
Jarred Kearsley 
Will Gillis 
 
Councilors in Attendance 
None. 
 
Staff Present 
Kim Bauer, Minutes Secretary 

Members Absent 
Amy Williams, Vice Chair 
 
Staff Absent 
John Walter, Library Director 
 
Guests 
Joe Lewis 
RJ Brown 
Ken Gates 
Alicia, SHHS student 
Sarah, SHHS student 

 
CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Chair Lambert. 

 

VISITORS TO THE COMMISSION 

Three visitors to the commission were introduced: Joe Lewis, Ken “Jeremiah Bullfrog” Gates, RJ “Henry 

Knighton” Brown, and Alicia and Sarah, St. Helens High School students.  Commissioners introduced 

themselves. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Commissioner Petersen noted a correction in the discussion about talking with Michael Curry again to 

site the Loowit sculpture. Commissioner Parrott made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 

24, 2010, meeting as corrected. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Powell, and approved 

unanimously. 

 

REVIEW OF FISCAL REPORTS 

The fiscal report for February 2010 was reviewed, with no discussion. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Splash Park.  Joe Lewis addressed the commission regarding this project. On behalf of the supporting 

partners of the project (the Ford Family Foundation, St. Helens Foundation, City of St. Helens and 

Columbia County) and the volunteers working on the project), he is looking for approval and support 

from the Arts Commission. They are in the fundraising stage, planning to sell engraved bricks and look 

for grant funding. He shared drawings of the project and answered questions about the design and 

materials.  

 

Commissioners liked the design and plans; their only concerns were for the safety of the finished 

projects. The proximity of traffic was also of concern. Four cast stone benches will be placed at the 
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North-South-East-West compass points around the circular center. There was discussion of the existing 

USGS disc, which is required to be there. The eastern bench will be placed near it, protecting users from 

falling over it. Commissioner Powell asked who would be responsible for final sign-off on safety. Lewis 

thought that since the County and City are involved, he expects they will handle the safety approvals. 

http://www.splashitup.org.  

 

Henry M. Knighton Days.  Ken Gates (Jeremiah Bullfrog) and RJ Brown (Henry M. Knighton) 

presented plans for Henry M. Knighton Days, scheduled for June 4-6. It is a joint project of the South 

Columbia County Chamber of Commerce and the Historical Society of Columbia County, designed to 

entertain and educate adults and children about life in St. Helens in the 1850s.  Native American 

displays, storytelling, a blacksmith, steam ships, demonstrations, music, vendors, and historical 

reenactments of the life and times of the times will be part of the event. County area schools will be 

taking part as will the Portland Historical Society. Also planned are possible presentations at the schools. 

 

They are interested in having the commission involved, perhaps by identifying local area artists who 

might want to take part, either by demonstrating their art or just selling it. Commissioners offered a 

variety of suggestions. Lambert suggeseted that the commission sponsor Pioneer Days from the Young 

Audiences organization in Portland.  http://www.ya-or.org/. 

 

Lambert will pursue the possibility of getting Young Audiences to participate. Gates will come to the 

next meeting to give the commissioners an update and see what they have decided about their 

participation. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Art Project Updates 

Gallery Corridor/Banner Project.  Commissioner Petersen shared her concerns about the placement 

of the poles and banners; particularly the wording in the RFP. She’d like to see the commission take the 

existing information about sites out or clarify it. She also suggested that sites for the banners be 

determined, initially, by the commissioners, using use more specific parameters for selecting sites, 

including: the surrounding area, safety, lighting, visibility, and visual impact.  

 

Commissioner Kearsley said the height and clearance of the pole and banners needs to be considered as 

well. Several possible concerns were expressed. 

 

Petersen also expressed concern that City Ordinance requires notification of property owners within 300 

ft. of such a project and that without more specific sites or areas in mind that could mean notifying 

several hundreds of property owners. 

 

Powell said she agreed with Petersen’s ideas and thought they were good. She asked if Petersen would 

be willing to consider possible sites and map them out for the commission to consider at the next 

meeting. Petersen agreed. 

 

 

Rapture of Scrapture.  Commissioner Powell agreed to put together an advertisement to promote the 

event.   
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OTHER BUSINESS 

Columbia County Rider Transit Station. Commissioner Petersen presented information to the 

Commission about the general scope of the project. The Columbia County Rider plans to attend the next 

meeting of the Arts Commission to discuss the proposed benches at the station.  

 

 

Splash Park. Commissioner Powell made a motion to endorse the general concept of the Splash Park 

to be located in the plaza square in downtown St. Helens. Commissioner Parrott seconded the motion. 

The motion was carried unanimously.  

 

 

NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting is rescheduled to Wednesday, May 26, at 6:30 p.m. at City Council Chambers, 

City Hall, 265 Strand Street, St. Helens (Plaza entrance).  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned by Lambert at 8:15 p.m. 

 
� 

 

Submitted by: 

Crystal Farnsworth  

 

Approved by the Commission  ______  

    

Accepted by the City Council    _______  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2010 Arts & Cultural Commission Attendance Record 
P = Present A = Absent 

 
Date Kearsley Lambert Parrott Peterson Powell Williams Vacant 

January 27 regular meeting P P P NA P A NA 
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Date Kearsley Lambert Parrott Peterson Powell Williams Vacant 

February 22 regular meeting* P P P P P P NA 

Date Kearsley Lambert Parrott Peterson Powell Williams Gillis 

March 24 regular meeting P P P P P A P 

April 28 regular meeting        

May 26, regular meeting        

June 23 regular meeting        

July 28 regular meeting        

August 25 regular meeting        

September 22 regular meeting        

October 27 regular meeting        

November 18 regular meeting**        

December 16 regular 
meeting*** 

       

 
*date change from February 24 

*date change from November 24 

***date change from December 22 
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